Feds to execute woman who killed victim, cut
baby from womb

Lisa Montgomery is scheduled to be executed by lethal injection Dec. 8 at the
Federal Correctional Complex in Terre Haute, Ind.
(Associated Press)
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WASHINGTON —

A woman convicted of strangling a pregnant woman, cutting her body open and
kidnapping her baby is scheduled to be the first female inmate put to death by the U.S.
government in more than six decades, the Justice Department said Friday.

Lisa Montgomery is scheduled to be executed by lethal injection Dec. 8 at the Federal
Correctional Complex in Terre Haute, Ind. She would be the ninth federal inmate to
be put to death since the Justice Department resumed executions in July after a nearly
20-year hiatus.

Montgomery was convicted of killing 23-year-old Bobbie Jo Stinnett in the northwest
Missouri town of Skidmore in December 2004.

Montgomery drove from her Kansas home to Stinnett’s house in Skidmore under the
guise of adopting a rat terrier puppy, prosecutors said. When she arrived at the home,
Montgomery used a rope to strangle Stinnett, who was eight months pregnant, but
Stinnett was conscious and trying to defend herself as Montgomery used a kitchen
knife to cut the baby girl from the womb, authorities said.

Prosecutors said Montgomery removed the baby from Stinnett’s body, took the child
with her and attempted to pass the girl off as her own.


https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2004-dec-24-na-briefs24.1-story.html
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obbie Jo Stinnett, 23, was killed in December 2004.
(Tribune News Service)
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Montgomery’s lawyers argued that she had been suffering from delusions when she
killed Stinnett, but a jury rejected her defense. Her lawyers had also argued that she



was suffering from pseudocyesis, which causes a woman to falsely believe she is
pregnant and exhibit outward signs of pregnancy.

The Justice Department on Friday also scheduled the execution of a man convicted in
the 1999 killing of two youth ministers in Texas. Brandon Bernard, 40, is scheduled to
be executed by lethal injection Dec. 10.



